
    

Fall 2018 
   FRESHMAN SEMINAR PROGRAM  

UNCG   College of Arts and Sciences    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
REASONING AND DISCOURSE I         GEC category: GRD 
Also carries credit equivalent to ENG 101. You may not receive credit for both FMS 115 and ENG 101. 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 
115-01 
 
115-05 

 M, W, F 
8:00-8:50 
 
9:00-9:50 

Lies, Conspiracies, and ‘Fake News’. With so much information available to us in the twenty-first century, how do we know what is 
true and what is false? How can we determine which sources are reliable and which ones are propaganda? Can we really know 
anything at all, or is everything open to interpretation and "alternative facts"? This course helps students develop information literacy 
and analytical reasoning skills that they will need in an age that is already being calling the “post-truth era.” It introduces students to 
the concepts of truth, evidence, and rationality, as well as the basic rules of logic and argumentation. It then asks students to identify 
and evaluate arguments contained in news articles and speeches—both past and present—to determine which ones are the most 
accurate, objective, and reliable. 

Joseph 
Ross 

FMS 
115-02 

 T, R  
11:00-12:15 

Earth, We Have a Problem: Climate Stories and You. Our brains are wired for story, and our very lives can depend on the right 
ones coming to light at the right time. But not every well-intended writer knows the secret to effective storytelling. This class will 
consider why some stories keep us enraptured and why others put us to sleep. We will examine a variety of media on climate change, 
from text-based stories to photo essays and documentaries.  Through methods such as the ABT and the story cycle, you will discover 
how you can influence change in your community and your world. 

Faun 
Finley 

FMS 
115-03 
 

 T, R  
12:30-1:45 
 

Embracing the Killjoy: Representation & Protest Writing will be themed on social justice issues that surround the “animal.” We'll be 
looking at how arguments in the media (i.e., advertising, news, film, etc.) represent marginalized animals and people. As important, 
we’ll look at why animals are used to dehumanize and to objectify, ultimately examining the similarities between common oppressions 
and their persuasiveness. Students will choose a social justice topic (relevant to the course theme) to work with all semester, and they 
will learn how to be a killjoy—an activist—by critically analyzing and composing arguments. 

Kristin 
Yates 

FMS 
115-04 

 T, R 
2:00-3:15 

"You Are What You Eat": Human Consumption of Humans. In this course, we will be exploring human consumption starting with 
food and more literal understandings of consumption, with a focus on human consumption of humans (including cannibalism).  Then 
we will shift to a more metaphorical examination of consumption by looking at factors such as class, race, gender, etc. and how those 
contribute to, or are involved in, consumption.  We will consider questions like: What defines human consumption?  How is it enacted 
in both literal and metaphorical ways?  What are the effects of consumption for both the consumer and consumed?  We will use a 
variety of different texts: speeches, literature, social media, etc. to flesh out these themes. 

Luciana 
Lilley 

 
LITERATURE           GEC category: GLT  
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 
120-01 
 
120-02 

WI M, W 
2:00--3:15 
 
3:30-4:45 

Write for Your Life! Reading and Writing Diverse Lives. Ursula K. LeGuin once wrote, "We tell ourselves stories in order to live." 
By this, she meant that the self we imagine ourselves to come into existence through the stories we create and share with others. In 
this course, we will explore how diverse writers have shaped their life stories into narratives. Why might a person take up a pen and 
get their experience down on paper? How does the practice of creative non-fiction help people overcome personal challenges? How 
does the crafting of stories about the self relate to broader social justice issues, to documenting suffering and articulating 
hope? Along our journey, we will study the life writing genres of autobiography, autoethnography, biography, and the personal 
essay. We will also take regular opportunities to engage in life writing, and experiment in media such as blogging and podcasting. 
We will have visits from writers and will publish our work in a class-wide or public forum. 

Sarah 
Krive 

FMS 
120-03 
 

120-04 

WI T, R 
8:00-9:15 
 

9:30-10:45 

The Times They Are A-Changin’: Writing the Revolution. Using the reform movements of the 1960s as a point of departure, this 
course will explore the complex relationship between literature and social action, paying particular attention to issues of gender, 
race, and class. We will look back to the origins of the Civil Rights movement and 2nd Wave Feminism, for example, by exploring 
early twentieth-century feminist writers, discussing the literature and music of the Harlem Renaissance, and contextualizing events 
that precipitated these movements like the Great Depression and WWII. Tracing this trajectory, we will then explore the 
counterculture literature and social movements of the 1960s and how these movements inform our conversations and activism today, 
especially in regards to issues of gender and wage equality and movements like MeToo and Black Lives Matter. 

Meghan 
McGuire 

FMS 
120-05 

WI T, R 
9:30-10:45 

Artificial Intelligence in Fiction. Our machines are becoming smarter everyday. What will happen when they are smarter than us? 
In this course, we will read five classic science fiction novels that explore what it means to be human when intelligence is something 
we share with our tools. 

Nancy 
Bucknall 

FMS 
121-01 

WI 
GL 

M, W, F 
2:00-2:50 

Diasporic Puerto Rican & Latinx Narratives. Drawing from the field of English and Women and Gender Studies, this course will 
focus on the reading of diasporic Puerto Ricans and Latinx narratives. In this course, we will interrogate the intersections of 
categories of difference--such as class, race, gender, and sexuality--and their influence over an author/rhetor's identity. The course 
will begin by troubling conceptions of identity implicit in race, nationality, and citizenship, as well as provide a historical 
background on colonialism in the Caribbean. Through close readings of narratives written by authors such as Esmeralda Santiago, 
Junot Diaz, Piri Thomas, Willy Perdomo, Edwidge Danticat, and Julia Alvarez, the course will queer the genre of 
memoir/autobiography, challenging the reader to reimagine new conceptualizations of diasporic Puerto Rican and Latinx identities.  

Daysha 
Pinto 

 
FINE ARTS           GEC category: GFA  
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 
130-01 
 

WI M, W, F 
10:00-10:50  

Acting Change in America: Human Rights Onstage.   In this seminar we will look at the rich legacy of American plays that have, at 
their center, the struggle for equality in a chaotic world. These dramas reflect the nation’s political, social, and moral norms which 
have been in constant flux in the tumultuous 20th century and they bring into sharp focus the troubling prejudices and conformities 
that have influenced and sometimes dominated our culture. 

Jeff 
West 

FMS 
131-01 

WI 
GL 

M, W 
3:30-4:45 

History and Art of Animation.  Animation is an art form that brings fanciful imaginings to vivid realization.  As a popular form of 
entertainment for children and adults, animation captivates our imagination and influences our way of perceiving the world.  In this 
class we will look at the historical progression of animation techniques, the social characterizations presented in popular cartoons, 
and the artistic brilliance of animators from around the world. 

Eleanor 
Cowen 

 
 
 

 

These seminars are open only to students who will be freshmen in the Fall 2018 semester. For the most current information including location of the class, see UNCGenie on the 
web: www.uncg.edu. (TBA means To Be Announced) We encourage students not to sign up for a seminar without first reading the course description and not to sign up for 
more than one seminar.  You may not receive credit for more than one seminar under the same course number, even if the contents of the seminar are different.   Talk 
with your advisor about registering for a seminar.   
 
 

Marker Abbreviations: 
WI:  Writing Intensive 
SI:   Speaking Intensive 
GL: Global Perspectives 
GN: Global Non-Western  
        Perspectives 
 

http://www.uncg.edu/


PHILOSOPHICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES     GEC category:  GPR 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 
142-01 
 

WI 
GN 

T, R 
9:30-10:45 

Gnostic Gospels.  Early Christianity developed within diverse communities, and produced literatures that expressed wide ranging 
ideologies and theologies.  Through a survey of select “gnostic” literature, this course introduces students to the diversity and 
debates surrounding the development and analysis of early Christianity.  Students will utilize diverse writing strategies to critically 
engage the study, analysis, and categorization of literatures popularly known as “gnostic,” and the debates surrounding its 
definition. 

Art 
Carter 

 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: Modern        GEC/CAR category: GHP/GMO 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS  
160-01 
 

WI M, W, F 
9:00-9:50 

Risk & Reward: Entrepreneurship in the History of American Capitalism. Entrepreneurs have been present at every stage in the 
development of American capitalism.  These innovators and risk-takers capitalized on the political, economic, social and cultural 
resources of their time to envision new products and new markets.  From Prince Henry of Portugal in the Age of Exploration to 
Steve Jobs in the Digital Age, this class will examine a range of entrepreneurs who shaped the contours of American capitalism.  In 
turn, we will use the lens of entrepreneurship to broadly trace the economic development of America from a string of coastal 
colonies to a commercial, industrial, financial, global and digital world power. 

Sarah 
Gates 

FMS 
160-02 
 
106-03 

WI TR 
9:30-10:45 
 
11:00-12:15 

Historical Roots of the Contemporary South. The South has always stood as a region apart in popular imagination.  Southerners, 
so they say, have one speed—slow.  We have our own language, sprinkled abundantly with y’alls, and we call everyone darlin’, 
hon, or sweetie.  We drive pickup trucks, listen to country music, go to church on Sunday morning, and gather for pig pickin’s.  
We may be poor, but we know how to enjoy life.  But the South of the twenty-first century is surprisingly modern and complex, 
with vibrant eclectic cities.  In many ways, the stereotypes of the past no longer apply.  This class challenges students to explore 
the Contemporary South with its new culture, new economy, new politics, and even new people.  Welcome to today’s South!  

Susan 
Thomas 

FMS 
160-04 

WI T, R 
2:00-3:15 

The Cold War in Fact and Film.   The Cold War, from the end of WWII in 1945 to the early 1990s, was one of the most 
dangerous period in recorded history.  The very real possibility of an all-out military conflict between east and west, between the 
forces of Capitalism and Communism, and the looming threat of a global nuclear holocaust affected virtually every facet of 
geopolitics for more than four decades.  The fact that we endured and survived the Cold War without destroying ourselves should 
serve as a wakeup call. Our collective experiences from the Cold War demand that we search for answers that may help us avoid a 
similar situation in the future.  During the semester we will search for answers and a better understanding of our recent global past 
as we examine the major events of the Cold War from three very different perspectives: primary source documents, scholarly 
secondary sources, and finally, feature films containing Cold War themes.  Major topics will include the origins of the Cold War, 
Soviet and American ideology, the nuclear arms race, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and numerous proxy wars fought around the globe.  
The primary objective of the course is to separate historical fact from historical fiction regarding this major period in world history.   

Mark 
Moser  

 
SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL STUDIES           GEC category: GSB 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 
170-01 

WI M, W, F 
11:00-11:50 

God and the Constitution.   Have you ever heard the adage "one should never discuss religion or politics"?  I have heard it most 
of my life and I think it's crazy.  Two of the most powerful forces in the history of man are religion and government.  So, we 
will look at their relationship in America, beginning with the writing of the Constitution in 1787 and moving all the way 
forward to 2015. 

M. Jeff 
Colbert 

FMS 
170-02 
 
170-03 

WI M, W, F 
12:00-12:50 
 
1:00-1:50 

Fans, Athletes, and Sports in Modern Society.  This seminar investigates the place of sport in society with a special emphasis 
on identity. Social identities are clearly an important factor in how a person understands his or her sense of self and place in 
society—and identities formed in and around the issue of sport are becoming increasingly important in late modern societies 
globally. As such we’ll be looking at how these identities are achieved and disengaged for both athletes and fans. Central to this 
discussion will be issues of race, gender, and sexual orientation. 

Steve 
O’Boyle 

FMS 
170-04 

WI T, R 
9:30-10:45 

Environmental Issues and Politics.  Clean air, fracking, nuclear power, global warming – so many of the topics people debate 
today come from discussions about the environment. Here’s where we begin to explore and make sense of the environmental 
issues that arose in the 20th century and continue into today, resulting in public policy.  For each topic, sustainability for 
example, we will investigate exactly why this is a subject for public debate, quickly summarize the basic science associated with 
it, where appropriate, and then how it may have been translated into public policy.  Many of the topics have a global dimension. 

Liz 
McNamara 

FMS 
170-05 

WI T, R 
11:00-12:15 

War and Conflict.  It has been estimated that there has been a war somewhere in the world 94%  of the time since the dawn of 
civilization. Why does mankind periodically organize himself for armed conflict and warfare? This course will begin by asking 
these questions and try to answer them through an examination of the United States’ involvement in war and conflict over the 
last hundred years. 

A. Leigh 
Sink 

FMS 
170-06 

WI T, R 
3:30-4:45 

Darwin, Evolution, and Society. This course compares Darwin's notions with those evolutionary notions prevalent before 
Darwin. Also, we examine how Darwin's notions lead to the Eugenics movement, started by his cousin Galton and adopted by 
Herbert Spencer for use in his theory of a utopian social organization (social Darwinism). This course will help you to critically 
examine the common assumptions of the Synthetic theory (that natural selection underlies all evolutionary change and that it 
acts on genes). 

George 
Michel 

 
NATURAL SCIENCES             GEC category: GNS 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 
FMS 
184-01 

WI M, W, F 
10:00-10:50 

Advances in Genetics: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly.   In August 2017 scientists fixed a heart disease mutation in human 
embryos. The reality presented in the 1997 sci-fi movie GATTACA is no longer distant from our current lives and more than ever 
Genetics advancements have social, ethical and political consequences. What are the consequences for your identity? Do you really 
know who you are: are you familiar with genetic tests as 23andme? How much do you want to know? How much do you want 
others to know about your genetic profile? While most Americans are optimistic about the use of genetic information to improve 
health, many are concerned that genetic information may be used by insurers and employers to deny, limit or cancel their health 
insurance and to discriminate against them in the workplace. How has genetics changed the food you eat? Are you familiar with 
the science behind genetically modified foods and how countries see them differently? Did you know that your food has been 
always genetically modified? In this course we will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a new era where genetics 
information is part of our daily lives and may drastic change the choices you make and how they will impact your life. 

M. 
Cristina 
Moreira 

 
MATHEMATICS              GEC category: GMT 
Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 
FMS 
195-01 

WI T, R 
11:00-12:15 

How Not to Get Played and the Art of Mathematical Reasoning.   Mathematical reasoning helps us magnify our common sense, 
an essential tool in a world where billions carry supercomputing smartphones and yet hundreds believe the earth is flat. But how do 
you really know the earth is round?? We will sharpen our common sense by asking and answering questions such as this. Other 
topics may include gerrymandering, the psychology of slime mold, what Facebook can and can’t figure out about you, and the 
existence of God(s). No particular mathematical skill is required; the emphasis will be on ideas rather than computation. 

Talia 
Fernos 
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