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Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

100-01 

 M 

12:00-12:50 

Communicating Science and Mathematics. This course will enhance the understanding of science through more effective communication 

of scientific and mathematical research with colleagues, public officials, the media, and others outside one’s own discipline.  Scientists have a 

responsibility to share the meaning and implications of their work. The ability to communicate directly and effectively furthers future research and 

can enhance scientists’ career prospects, helping them secure funding, collaborate across disciplines, and impact public policy.   

Course is limited to students participating in the STAMPS (Science, Technology and Math Preparation Scholarships) program at UNCG 
who are majoring in Biology, Chemistry and Biochemistry, Computer Science, Geography, Environmental Studies, Mathematics, and Physics and 

Astronomy. 

Stanley 

Faeth 

 
 
REASONING AND DISCOURSE I         GEC category: GRD 
Also carries credit equivalent to ENG 101. You may not receive credit for both FMS 115 and ENG 101. 

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

115-01 

 M, W, F 

10:00-10:50 

Lies, Conspiracies, and ‘Fake News’. With so much information available to us in the twenty-first century, how do we know what is true and 

what is false? How can we determine which sources are reliable and which ones are propaganda? Can we really know anything at all, or is 

everything open to interpretation and "alternative facts"? This course helps students develop information literacy and analytical reasoning skills 

that they will need in an age that is already being calling the “post-truth era.” It introduces students to the concepts of truth, evidence, and 

rationality, as well as the basic rules of logic and argumentation. It then asks students to identify and evaluate arguments contained in news 

articles and speeches—both past and present—to determine which ones are the most accurate, objective, and reliable. 

Joseph 

Ross 

FMS 

115-02 

115-03 

 T, R  

9:30-10:45 

11:00-12:15 

Writing and the Senses. This course explores how writing responds to our ways of being in the world. Over three units—on seeing, listening, and 

embodiment—we will write about our sensory experiences, compose multimedia texts that engage our senses, and examine the links between 

thinking, sensing, and responding. This course also includes visits to museums and performances to see the ways that these ideas function outside 

the classroom, and to spur particular assignments. (This course is fully accessible to visually- or aurally-impaired people.) 

Carl 

Schlachte 

FMS 

115-03 

 

 T, R  

11:00-12:15 

 

Women's Ways of Making. This freshman seminar explores women’s creative and strategic ways of “making.” Here “making” can mean writing 

with words, telling a story through pictures or comics (digital or otherwise), architecture and design, fashion, and more. As we analyze “made” 

artifacts, we will ask: How do women “make” in strategic, purposeful, and unexpected ways? What experiences and perspectives do women tell 

through their “made” compositions? How does the form of making (words, images, textile, etc.) shape the message being conveyed? We will 

situate our critical inquiry and analysis within the context of the “maker movement,” or the recent trend toward do-it-yourself making, pairing our 

focus on identity with other movement themes such as technology, innovation, and place. 

Heather 

Brook 

Adams 

FMS  

116-01 

 M, W 

2:00-3:15 

Transgender Experience: Gender, Race, Sexuality.  This course looks at a variety experiences faced by transgender people in the U.S.  We will 

look at historical events, media and film representations, written narratives, and academic interrogations. Looking at trans experience cannot be 

done in isolation; therefore, we will also consider how gender identity intersects and complicates race, gender, sexuality, and disability. 

Michelle 

Powell 

 
 
LITERATURE           GEC category: GLT  

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

120-01 

WI M, W 

2:00-3:15 

Utopian and Dystopian Fiction. In this course, we will explore various utopian and dystopian novels and short stories. Most of the texts will 

be from the 20th century, but we will consider some earlier texts to provide context for the genre as well as consider how utopia and dystopia 

are discussed today. We will examine the structures of the depicted societies, the specific ways the texts argue for change in the author’s 

historical moment, and the relationship of the characters to their societies. We will consider questions such as: What is the key feature of this 

alternative society? Is the protagonist changing or observing the society? How does it connect to and diverge from the author’s historical 

moment, as well as our own time? How do factors such as technology, gender, race, labor, family structure, economics, government, 

sexuality, and psychology play a role in these texts? Though the syllabus has not been finalized, likely texts that we will read and discuss 

include Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s What Diantha Did, George Orwell’s 1984, and Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale. 

Alicia 

Beeson 

FMS 

120-02 

WI 

 

T, R 

9:30-10:45  

Romanticism: Beyond the Big Six. War, the self, beauty. These immense topics fueled art and debate during the brief Romantic period in 

England, roughly 1780-1830. Romantic courses typically focus on the same larger-than-life artists: William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge, William Blake, John Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and Lord Byron. The “Big Six” allow us to look at poetry, plays, essays, letters, 

and even paintings and engravings. However, this course seeks to poke holes in tradition. Women, people of color, nationalities beyond 

British, and writers of various economic statuses will be read alongside their more famous contemporaries. Diversifying the Romantic period 

will lead to rich discussions and research on the role of art in society. 

Emily 

Dolive 

FMS 

120-03 

WI T, R 

11:00-12:15 

Mountain Noir. John Muir, noted naturalist, once urged Americans to “Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. Nature's peace will 

flow into you as sunshine flows into trees.” This isn’t a John Muir’s mountain literature class. The five contemporary novels we will read 

focus on murder, stealing, lying, and other forms of violence, all set in the Appalachian Mountains. Alternately called Grit Lit, Hillbilly Noir, 

or the New Southern Gothic, these novels explore a rough South with candor and courage. 

Nancy 

Bucknall 

FMS 

121-01 

WI M, W 

2:00-3:15 

Resistance: From Counterculture to Cyberculture. Students will be invited to critically engage a number of documents that explore the 

connections between the American counterculture of the 1960s and the global cyberculture of our contemporary moment. The course will 

draw from fiction and non-fiction, journalism and film, documentaries and web sites, and investigate the rhetorical triumphs and failures of a 

diverse cast of characters as they resist the state and the conventional wisdom of their day on issues such as Civil Rights, the Environment, 

and Surveillance. 

Matthew 

Armstrong 

FMS 

121-02 

WI T, R 

9:30-10:45 

Literature and Film after 9/11. The events of September 11th had profound effects on not just the United States, but the world at large. 

Islamophobia spread through the west, leading to the rise of the security state, characterized by heightened surveillance. Meanwhile the “War 

on Terror” was launched in, and on, large swaths of the Middle East. In this course, we will take 9/11 as a starting point to exploring literature 

and other cultural artifacts of the twenty-first century on a global scale. While some of the texts we examine deal overtly with the aftermath of 

9/11, others will force us to consider the more subtle ways that the world has changed in subsequent years, such as through the ascendance of 

social media networks and their accompanying logic of transparency. We will cover a wide array of texts, including novels, short stories, 

poetry, non-fiction, cartoons, television, and film. As these literary and cinematic works are written in and about life in the twenty-first 

century, this course presents an exciting opportunity to engage with the world in which we are actively and collectively constructing.  

Erik Cofer 

 

 

These seminars are open only to students who will be freshmen in the Fall 2017 semester. For the most current information including location of 

the class, see UNCGenie on the web: www.uncg.edu. (TBA means To Be Announced)   We encourage students not to sign up for a seminar 

without first reading the course description and not to sign up for more than one seminar.  You may not receive credit for more than one 

seminar under the same course number, even if the contents of the seminar are different.   Talk with your advisor about registering for a 

seminar.  A more in depth description of the class is available on the web at http://www.uncg.edu/aas/fms .   

 
 

Marker Abbreviations: 
WI:  Writing Intensive 

SI:   Speaking Intensive 

GL: Global Perspectives 

GN: Global Non-Western  

        Perspectives 

 

http://www.uncg.edu/
http://www.uncg.edu/aas/fms


FMS 

121-03 

WI T, R 

12:30-1:45 

Hyphenated Identities: Hybrid Nationalities in Global Literatures. This Freshmen Seminar course is based on the concept of the hyphenated 

identity, specifically, African-American, Asian-American, Black-British, Taiwanese-Chinese, Afro-Caribbean, and Indo-Caribbean, and the 

challenges and benefits encountered with cultural hybridity. Further, we will consider how, and why, cultural hybridity is located on one’s 

body and its influences on self-perceptions. To do so, this course focuses on global texts from the Americas, the Asian continent, and Europe, 

specifically looking at migration and the various diasporas in those places. We will discuss global concerns, such as gender, power, 

foreignness, etc., while developing an understanding of how similarities and differences are negotiated in literary bodies. Broadly, this course 

will help develop appreciations for and understandings of literature, literary elements, and literary criticisms. Specifically, we’ll spend the 

semester reading and discussing how cultural components appear and inform one another in 20th and 21st century novels, short stories, poetry, 

and song lyrics. In addition to close readings, you’ll learn basic terminology of literary analysis and have numerous chances to practice it in 

your writings. 

Amanda 

Bryan 

 
 
FINE ARTS           GEC category: GFA  

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

130-01 

 

WI M, W, F 

10:00-10:50  

Acting Change in America: Human Rights Onstage.   In this seminar we will look at the rich legacy of American plays that have, at their 

center, the struggle for equality in a chaotic world. These dramas reflect the nation’s political, social, and moral norms which have been in 

constant flux in the tumultuous 20th century and they bring into sharp focus the troubling prejudices and conformities that have influenced and 

sometimes dominated our culture. 

Jeff 

West 

FMS 

131-01 

 

WI T, R 

9:30-10:45 

History and Art of Animation.  Animation is an art form that brings fanciful imaginings to vivid realization.  As a popular form of 

entertainment for children and adults, animation captivates our imagination and influences our way of perceiving the world.  In this class we will 

look at the historical progression of animation techniques, the social characterizations presented in popular cartoons, and the artistic brilliance of 

animators from around the world. 

Eleanor 

Cowen 

 
 
PHILOSOPHICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES     GEC category:  GPR 

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

142-01 

 

WI M, W, F 

11:00-11:50 

Gnostic Gospels.  Early Christianity developed within diverse communities, and produced literatures that expressed wide ranging ideologies and 

theologies.  Through a survey of select “gnostic” literature, this course introduces students to the diversity and debates surrounding the 

development and analysis of early Christianity.  Students will utilize diverse writing strategies to critically engage the study, analysis, and 

categorization of literatures popularly known as “gnostic,” and the debates surrounding its definition. 

Art 

Carter 

 
 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: Modern         GEC/CAR category: GHP/GMO 

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS  

160-01 

 

160-02 

WI T, R 

9:30-10:45 

 

11:00-12:15 

The Contemporary South. The South has always stood as a region apart in popular imagination.  Southerners, so they say, have one speed—

slow.  We have our own language, sprinkled abundantly with y’alls, and we call everyone darlin’, hon, or sweetie.  We drive pickup trucks, 

listen to country music, go to church on Sunday morning, and gather for pig pickin’s.  We may be poor, but we know how to enjoy life.  But the 

South of the twenty-first century is surprisingly modern and complex, with vibrant eclectic cities.  In many ways, the stereotypes of the past no 

longer apply.  This class challenges students to explore the Contemporary South with its new culture, new economy, new politics, and even new 

people.  Welcome to today’s South!  

Susan 

Thomas 

FMS 

160-03 

WI T, R 

12:30-1:45 

The Cold War in Fact and Film.   The Cold War, from the end of WWII in 1945 to the early 1990s, was one of the most dangerous period in 

recorded history.  The very real possibility of an all-out military conflict between east and west, between the forces of Capitalism and 

Communism, and the looming threat of a global nuclear holocaust affected virtually every facet of geopolitics for more than four decades.  The 

fact that we endured and survived the Cold War without destroying ourselves should serve as a wakeup call. Our collective experiences from the 

Cold War demand that we search for answers that may help us avoid a similar situation in the future.  During the semester we will search for 

answers and a better understanding of our recent global past as we examine the major events of the Cold War from three very different 

perspectives: primary source documents, scholarly secondary sources, and finally, feature films containing Cold War themes.  Major topics will 

include the origins of the Cold War, Soviet and American ideology, the nuclear arms race, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and numerous proxy wars 

fought around the globe.  The primary objective of the course is to separate historical fact from historical fiction regarding this major period in 

world history.   

Mark 

Moser  

 
 
SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL STUDIES           GEC category: GSB 

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

170-01 

WI M, W, F 

11:00-11:50 

War and Conflict.  It has been estimated that there has been a war somewhere in the world 94%  of the time since the dawn of civilization. 

Why does mankind periodically organize himself for armed conflict and warfare? This course will begin by asking these questions and try 

to answer them through an examination of the United States’ involvement in war and conflict over the last hundred years. 

A. Leigh 

Sink 

FMS 

170-02 

WI M, W, F 

11:00-11:50 

God and the Constitution.   Have you ever heard the adage "one should never discuss religion or politics"?  I have heard it most of my life 

and I think it's crazy.  Two of the most powerful forces in the history of man are religion and government.  So, we will look at their 

relationship in America, beginning with the writing of the Constitution in 1787 and moving all the way forward to 2015. 

M. Jeff 

Colbert 

FMS 

170-03 

 

170-04 

WI 

M,W,F 

11:00-11:50 

 

12:00-12:50 

Fans, Athletes, and Sports in Modern Society.  This seminar investigates the place of sport in society with a special emphasis on identity. 

Social identities are clearly an important factor in how a person understands his or her sense of self and place in society—and identities 

formed in and around the issue of sport are becoming increasingly important in late modern societies globally. As such we’ll be looking at 

how these identities are achieved and disengaged for both athletes and fans. Central to this discussion will be issues of race, gender, and 

sexual orientation. 

Steve 

O’Boyle 

FMS 

170-05 

WI T, R 

2:00-3:15 

Who’s Really Making my Decisions? The Illusion of Free Will.  In this seminar, we will analyze critically what is meant by controlled 

behavior, or “free will.” We will study how our actions are highly influenced by our surroundings, our culture, and our prior beliefs even 

when we are unaware of this influence.  A major component of this course will be devoted to our ability to make quick, complicated 

decisions outside of our conscious awareness, calling into question what aspects of our decision making makes us uniquely human. 

Discussion will focus on classic and contemporary works devoted to the topic, as well as video presentations. 

Stuart 

Marcovitch 

FMS  

170-06 
 

170-07 

WI  

 

Building Communities: Leadership, Service, and Society. This course is designed to provide students with a theoretical and applied 

understanding of community from a sociological perspective. The content and assignments of the course are driven by the essential 

question, “What makes a community?” This question is given applied significance through emphasis on service-learning experiences within 

the Greensboro nonprofit community, as well as through oral and written reflections. Students will study the structure of communities, why 

communities matter, and how communities may be formed, changed and/or dissolved. Students will examine the people, relationships, and 

institutions that create communities. Students will address the attitudes and behaviors of individuals through an exploration of society’s 

responsiveness to pressing social issues facing our communities. 

Lauren 

Cunningham 

 
 
NATURAL SCIENCES         GEC category: GNS/GLS 

Course   Days/Time/Place Course Title/Description Instructor 

FMS 

184-01 

WI T, R 

8:00-9:15 

Microbes for Us, Microbes Against Us. Microbes are everywhere on Earth.  The majority of them are important for the health of the biosphere.  

A small number are harmful causing diseases in plants and animals, including humans.  This course will use readings, films, discussion, and 

writing assignments to learn about the important positive and negative roles of microbes. 

Robert 

Cannon 

 


