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     Spring 2016
   FRESHMAN SEMINAR PROGRAM

   UNCG   College of Arts and Sciences


REASONING AND DISCOURSE I 







GEC category: GRD
Also carries credit equivalent to ENG 101. You may not receive credit for both FMS 115 and ENG 101.
	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS
115-01
	SI
	T,R

9:30-10:45


	Critically Thinking about Popular Culture.   As young adults, you are flooded with a myriad of images. Companies tell you that you should be taller, thinner, stronger, prettier, and smarter, all while trying to sell you a product that offers to do just that: make you “better.” Often, these messages are purposefully structured to uphold stereotypes. A commercial for Hardee’s, for instance, might use a scantily-clad girl to sell meat, or Burger King might insult men by saying that vegetarian options are not “man food.” We rarely speak up or think critically about these depictions, and as such, they become part of the cultural norm. In this class, we will critically think about the kinds of messages portrayed in popular culture. We’ll look at essays, magazines, speeches, commercials, and print advertisements and think through the kinds of messages that they convey. We will ponder about why advertisement companies still feel comfortable with racial and gender stereotyping. We’ll ask questions like: how do stereotypes become engrained in our culture? How do writers (of various kinds of media) use rhetorical concepts to make their message seem more appealing? And most importantly: how can I adopt these rhetorical methods in my own writing and presentations while resisting generalizing and stereotyping? 
	Emily
Hall

	FMS 115-02
	SI
	T,R

11-12:15
	Critically Thinking about Popular Culture.   
See FMS 115-01 for course description
	Emily
Hall

	FMS

115-03
	
	T,R

8:00-9:15

	The Monsters We Make: Narrating the Communal Enemies.   It has been long assumed that few things bring people together like a scapegoat or an enemy, someone against whom a group can define itself.  Storytelling has been one of the most common and effective ways for establishing this enemy identity, but a number of writers find ways to disrupt a group’s assumption about what is evil or outcast.  Accordingly, this FMS 115 course will encounter texts that explore and challenge the creation of enemies and communities in a number of contexts.  Students will engage with these texts through spoken and written activities that contest not only the ideas expressed in the assigned readings, but also their own assumptions about their communities and biases.  
	Joe 

George

	FMS 115-04
	
	T,R

9:30-10:45
	The Monsters We Make: Narrating the Communal Enemies.   
See FMS 115-03 for course description
	Joe 

George

	FMS 116-01
	SI
	M,T,R

3:30-5:10pm

POT A (1/11/16-2/26/16)
	Communication Strategies:  “I’ve Got the Power!”  You communicate to the world who you are in every aspect of your interactions.  This class will help you identify and shape the intentional and unconscious messages you send to yourself and others, critically evaluate the dynamics of human communication, and take control of who you want to be.  You have the power.

PLEASE NOTE:  FMS116-01 AND FMS 116-02 will meet on a 7-week schedule.  POT A is from January 11 - February 26)
	Eleanor

Cowen

	FMS 116-02
	SI

	M,T,R

3:30-5:10pm

POT B (2/29/16-4/25/16)
	Communication Strategies:  “I’ve Got the Power!”  
See FMS 116-02 for course description.

PLEASE NOTE:  FMS116-01 AND FMS 116-02 will meet on a 7-week schedule.  POT B is from February 29 - April 25)
	Eleanor
Cowen


LITERATURE 









GEC category: GLT 

	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS

120-01
	WI
	T,R

11-12:15


	Modernist Poetry.   Eagerly following Ezra Pound’s proclamation "Make it new," the Modernist poetic tradition is powerful, diverse, and perplexing, and freed the written word from traditional syntax.  This revolution reached beyond literature and influenced perspectives on music and art as well, with musical notes being unchained from conventional harmonies, and color and line from perspective.  In this section of FMS 120, we will be interrogating that change in tradition and analyzing the poetry of authors who came to prominence in the late nineteenth/first two decades of the twentieth century, including W.B. Yeats, Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, H.D, and Wallace Stevens.  In addition to literature, we will also discuss the historical factors that gave rise to the Modernist movement as well as the biographical details of our focus authors, who were as intriguing as the texts they so carefully crafted.
	Elysia
Balavage

	FMS

120-02
	WI


	T,R

12:30-1:45


	Elizabeth I: The Greatest Monarch.   This course will focus on the life and afterlife of Queen Elizabeth I. We will use literary and artistic works, as well as historic documents, to understand the complex position that Elizabeth I occupied as a monarch and how self-representation allowed her to negotiate this role. For contextualization, we will examine Shakespeare’s plays to determine what positions of power, if any, were available to her contemporary women. Finally, cinematic depictions of Queen Elizabeth will enable us to discuss the afterlife she has gained in our own culture. 
	Lilit

Berbeyan


FINE ARTS 









GEC category: GFA 

	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS 130-01
	WI

SI
	T,R

9:30-10:45am


	Singing the American Dream.   The Broadway musical is America’s unique contribution to world theatre. Combing romantic story-telling with song, dance, spectacle and stellar performances, musical theatre is a cultural mirror that both reflects and distorts the reality of a particular time and place. In this course we will investigate how the musical has captured, expressed and promoted the American Dream during the past hundred years. We will read and discuss John Bush Jones’ Our Musicals, Ourselves: A Social History of the American Musical Theatre as well as a representative sampling of classic musical scripts. We will listen to recordings, view DVDs and attend musical productions.
	Bob

Hansen

	FMS

130-02


	WI


	M,W,F

10-10:50
	Acting Change in America: Human Rights Onstage.   In this course we will look at the rich legacy of American plays that have, at their center, the struggle for equality in a chaotic world. These dramas reflect the nation’s political, social, and moral norms which have been in constant flux in the tumultuous 20th century and they bring into sharp focus the troubling prejudices and conformities that have influenced and sometimes dominated our culture.
	Jeff

West



	FMS 131-01
	WI
	T,R

5:00-6:15pm


	Italian Zombies, French Cannibals, and Japanese Ghosts: The Globalization of the Extreme Horror Film.   American blockbusters like Ironman, Gravity, Spiderman, and The Hobbit have colonized the global film market for years.  Less understood is the fact that extreme horror films from Italy, France, Japan, Thailand, and elsewhere have also become a global phenomenon.  So popular have these films become that Hollywood has invested in expensive, star-cast remakes, often with their original directors, and, in one case, an award-winning cable series (The Walking Dead).  This course will examine ten original extreme horror films from their country of origin, together with four American remakes, in an attempt to determine what it is about this genre that has made it so internationally successful, despite the fact that the films themselves often have low production values and (literally) distasteful subjects.
	David

Cook


PHILOSOPHICAL, RELIGIOUS, AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES




GEC category:  GPR

	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS

140-01
	WI
	T,R

9:30-10:45


	Minds, Brains, Selves.   This course offers an introduction to philosophical theorizing on the nature of consciousness and the mind-brain-body relationship. Readings in the history of philosophy will enable us to contextualize contemporary debates in philosophy of mind and philosophical psychology. We will also critically consider 21st century research in the cognitive sciences and its ability to move us beyond historical dead-ends. Specific themes to be taken up over the course of the semester include the relationship between brain and mind, personal identity and personhood, artificial and non-human intelligence, and psychosomatic illnesses that confound obvious explanation.
	Frances

Bottenberg

	FMS

142-01
	WI
	M,W,F

11-11:50
	Gnostic Gospels.  Early Christianity developed within diverse communities, and produced literatures that expressed wide ranging ideologies and theologies.  Through a survey of select “gnostic” literature, this course introduces students to the diversity and debates surrounding the development and analysis of early Christianity.  Students will utilize diverse writing strategies to critically engage the study, analysis, and categorization of literatures popularly known as “gnostic,” and the debates surrounding its definition.
	Art

Carter


HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: Modern  






GEC/CAR category: GHP/GMO
	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS 160-01
	WI


	T,R

9:30-10:45


	The Contemporary South.    The South has always stood as a region apart in popular imagination.  Southerners, so they say, have one speed—slow.  We have our own language, sprinkled abundantly with y’alls, and we call everyone darlin’, hon, or sweetie.  We drive pickup trucks, listen to country music, go to church on Sunday morning, and gather for pig pickin’s.  We may be poor, but we know how to enjoy life.  But the South of the twenty-first century is surprisingly modern and complex, with vibrant eclectic cities.  Beginning in the years following World War II, this class challenges students in many ways, the stereotypes of the past no longer apply.  This class challenges students to explore the Contemporary South with its new culture, new economy, new politics, and even new people.  Welcome to today’s South!
	Susan

Thomas

	FMS 160-02
	WI


	T,R

11:00-12:15
	The Contemporary South.   
See FMS 160-01 for course description
	Susan

Thomas


SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL STUDIES    






GEC category: GSB
	Course 
	
	Days/Time/Place
	Course Title/Description
	Instructor

	FMS 170-01
	WI
	M,W,F

12:00-12:50
	Fans, Athletes, and Sports in Modern Society.  This course investigates the place of sport in society with a special emphasis on identity. Social identities are clearly an important factor in how a person understands his or her sense of self and place in society—and identities formed in and around the issue of sport are becoming increasingly important in late modern societies globally. As such we’ll be looking at how these identities are achieved and disengaged for both athletes and fans. Central to this discussion will be issues of race, gender, and sexual orientation
	Steve

O’Boyle

	FMS 170-02
	WI


	M,W,F

1:00-1:50
	Fans, Athletes, and Sports in Modern Society.  

See FMS 170-02 for course description
	Steve

O’Boyle

	FMS

170-03
	WI
	T,R
11:00-12:15
	Creating and Communicating the Self.  How do you know who you are?  How do others know who you are?  We'll be exploring the ways we create, interpret, and share our identities through discourse, nonverbal, and mediated communication. Do we create ourselves as members of society or does society create us?  Could both be true? We will examine theoretical perspectives on human identity, focusing on communicative processes.  
	Sarah
Dunning

	FMS 170-04
	WI
	T,R

9:30-10:45


	War and Conflict.  It has been estimated that there has been a war somewhere in the world 94%  of the time 

since the dawn of civilization. Why does mankind periodically organize himself for armed conflict and 

warfare? This course will begin by asking these questions and try to answer them through an examination of 

the United States’ involvement in war and conflict over the last hundred years.
	A. Leigh

Sink

	FMS 170-05
	WI


	M,W,F

10:00-10:50


	War and Conflict.
See FMS 170-04 for course description
	A. Leigh

Sink

	FMS 170-06
	WI


	M,W,F

11:00-11:50
	God and the Constitution.   Have you ever heard the adage "one should never discuss religion or politics"?  I have heard it most of my life and I think it's crazy.  Two of the most powerful forces in the history of man are religion and government.  So, we will look at their relationship in America, beginning with the writing of the Constitution in 1787 and moving all the way forward to 2015.
	Jeff

Colbert


Marker Abbreviations:


WI:  Writing Intensive


SI:   Speaking Intensive


GL: Global Perspectives


GN: Global Non-Western 


        Perspectives
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These seminars are open only to students who will be freshmen in the Spring 2016 semester. For the most current information including location of the class, see UNCGenie on the web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.uncg.edu" ��www.uncg.edu�. (TBA means To Be Announced)   We encourage students not to sign up for a seminar without first reading the course description and not to sign up for more than one seminar.  You may not receive credit for more than one seminar under the same course number, even if the contents of the seminar are different.   Talk with your advisor about registering for a seminar.  A more in depth description of the class is available on the web at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uncg.edu/aas/fms" �http://www.uncg.edu/aas/fms� .  
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